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“What Must I Do to Be Saved?” – Part 1  
The title of today’s sermon is: “What Must I Do to Be Saved?”  Part 1
Shall we seek God’s guidance in this worship moment…?
There is a question that was asked by a rich, young ruler in Matthew 19:16; Mark 10:17; Luke 18:18 and by a lawyer in Luke 10:25, “Master, what shall I do to inherit eternal life?” It is a question that every sincere person who desires to be saved will ask. Often though a person is not happy with the answer and they either go away saddened by the costs of discipleship, like the rich young ruler, or they settle into a form of godliness that denies the power thereof and they hope that they will be lucky enough to be saved by their form of religion. 

But there is one thing that is very true and that is that following Jesus involves both a cross and personal sacrifice, as Jesus made that plain in Luke 14:27 “And whosoever doth not bear his cross, and come after me, cannot be my disciple.” And in Luke 14:33 “So likewise, whosoever he be of you that forsaketh not all that he hath, he cannot be my disciple.” As the songwriter wrote, “Nothing between my soul and the Savior, naught of this world’s delusive dream: I have renounced all sinful pleasure – Jesus is mine! There’s nothing between.”

What exactly is involved and required in order for a person to be saved? This question of the ages involves understanding many important points, which we will cover in this study. 

However, there are those who buy into the dangerous doctrine of Augustine called predestination; believing that a person has no choice in the matter. They think that God has pre-destined who will be saved and who will be lost. That is saying that God does not give man a choice. We will look at the scriptures where Paul used the words predestinate and predestinated and how this error developed. 
First Romans 8:28-30 “And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose. For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren. Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he also called: and whom he called, them he also justified: and whom he justified, them he also glorified.” 
The second is in Ephesians 1:4, 5, 11, “According as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame before him in love: Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to himself, according to the good pleasure of his will,” 11. “In whom also we have obtained an inheritance, being predestinated according to the purpose of him who worketh all things after the counsel of his own will:”
The Hebrew word for both predestinate and predestinated in the Strong’s Concordance is 4309 proorizo, pro-or-id'-zo - to limit in advance, i.e. (figuratively) predetermine:--determine before, ordain, predestinate.


At a first reading of the Scriptures above, some may be inclined to believe as did Augustine, the man has no choice and that God determines who is saved and who will be lost. The Bible does not contradict itself, contradiction is always in the mind of the person who has a limited knowledge of the Bible causing misinterpretation.


What is Paul really saying? Simply put that God never had any other purpose than salvation for the human family. For God “will have all men to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the truth.” 1 Timothy 2:4. Peter tells us that God is “not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance.” 2 Peter 3:9. 

Ezekiel says this about our God, in chapter 33 verse 11, “I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked; but that the wicked turn from his way and live:” 
Jesus Himself said in Matthew 11:28 “Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.” The gospel invitation is to whosoever will. There are 25 other verses in the New Testament which testify to that fact. Mat. 10:32; 12:50; 16:25; 18:4; Mark 3:35; 8:34, 35; 9:37; Luke 6:47; 9:24, 48; 12:8; John 3:15, 16; 4:14; 11:26; 12:46; Acts 2:21; 10:43; Rom. 10:13; 1 John 3:9; 4:15; 5:1, 18; Rev. 22:17. 


Salvation is offered freely to all, but not all accept the gospel invitation. Salvation is not forced upon us against our will, so if we choose to oppose and resist God’s purpose for us, then we shall be lost. 
Here is an important point to understand; divine foreknowledge and divine predestination in no way excludes human liberty. Nowhere does Paul or any other Bible writer suggest that that God has predestined certain men to be saved and certain others to be lost, regardless of their choice in the matter. 


Reading the full context of Paul’s writing in Romans chapter 8, then using the word predestinate in verse 29 & 30, one understands that Paul is trying to comfort and assure the afflicted people of God that their salvation rests in God’s hands and that it is in the process of being accomplished in accordance with His eternal and changeless purpose for them.

Like wise, reading the first chapter of Ephesians, especially verse 4, then the two verses 5 & 11 where the word predestinated is used, a similar understanding will be made unless one is weak in their understanding of the rest of Scripture.

Those who fall into the trap of Augustine’s predestination do so by verses 4-6, believing that certain ones are elected to be saved and others to be lost, and that nothing the individual can do will affect the result. But notice that in verse 4 it says, “According as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame before him in love:” In the verses from 4-11 it is showing us what God’s plan was for all those who choose Him and it does not mention anything about anyone being predestined to be lost. Before the foundation of the world, that means that before sin entered the world, God in advance made the plan of salvation in the event that man should sin; so it was determined that those who accepted the provisions of the plan would be restored to son-ship. It was God’s plan that all would accept the plan and be saved as we read in 1 Timothy 2:4, “Who will have all men to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the truth.” and in 2 Peter 3:9, “…not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance.” 

So the predestination or pre-determination was for all men to be saved. But as the Bible is clear, those who will be lost have used their free will to choose to reject what God freely offers. All men choose to be lost or saved. God’s judgment is based on their choices, and will not decide in favor of anyone, regardless of mouth profession, who chooses to sin and died with un-confessed, un-repented sin on their records. We will leave this subject and continue with our main subject of study.


Man was originally endowed with noble powers and a well-balanced mind. He was perfect in his being, and in harmony with God. His thoughts were pure, his aims holy. But through disobedience, his powers were perverted, and selfishness took the place of love. His nature became so weakened through transgression that it was impossible for him, in his own strength, to resist the power of evil.

It is so important that we understand that man by nature is born a rebel with no desire to be saved. He is by nature selfish and concerned with his own welfare and what pleases himself. He cannot by his own nature desire Christ in his life nor by his nature would he desire to be saved; as that is the work of the Holy Spirit. He engages in a sinful life, unaware that he is sinning, and he like all of the human family come under the scripture written by Paul in Romans 3:23 “For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God;”

It is impossible for us, of ourselves, to escape from the pit of sin in which we are sunken. Our hearts are evil, and we cannot change them. Job 14:4, "Who can bring a clean thing out of an unclean? not one."; Romans 8:7, "The carnal mind is enmity against God: for it is not subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be."

Education, culture, the exercise of the will, human effort, all have their proper sphere, but here they are powerless. They may produce an outward correctness of behavior, but they cannot change the heart. There must be a power working from within, a new life from above, before men can be changed from sin to holiness.

The idea that it is necessary only to develop the good that exists in man by nature, is a fatal deception as we read in 1 Corinthians 2:14,  "The natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned." The Saviour said in John 3:3, "Except a man be born from above," in other words, unless he shall receive a new heart, new desires, purposes, and motives, leading to a new life, "Except a man be born from above, he cannot see the kingdom of God." 

God does not regard all sins as of equal magnitude; there are degrees of guilt in His estimation, as well as in that of man; but however trifling this or that wrong act may seem in the eyes of men, no sin is small in the sight of God. The person who falls into some of the grosser sins may feel a sense of his shame and poverty and his need of the grace of Christ; but pride feels no need, and so it closes the heart against Christ and the infinite blessings He came to give.

The heart of God yearns over His earthly children with a love stronger than death. In giving up His Son, He has poured out to us all heaven in one gift. The Saviour's life and death and intercession, the ministry of angels, the pleading of the Spirit, the Father working above and through all, the unceasing interest of heavenly beings,--all are enlisted in behalf of man's redemption. The judgments of God pronounced against sin, the inevitable retribution, the degradation of our character, and the final destruction, are presented in God's word to warn us against the service of Satan. 

Now let’s examine the process that leads to salvation. First is that the sinner MUST feel the need of Christ. They are not naturally drawn to Christ. The heart must be in a condition so that it can be responsive to the drawing power of the Holy Spirit. Unfortunately it is usually when a person hits rock bottom before one sees themselves in the wretched, miserable, helpless and hopeless condition that man is truly in. In a state of self loathing, the Holy Spirit can gain entrance causing a person to evaluate their miserable sinful condition. This condition will lead the sinner to:   
1. REPENTANCE.

How shall a man be justified before God and how shall he be made righteous? Many asked that question of Peter on the Day of Pentecost and his reply was, Acts 3:19 “Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out…”  Repentance includes sorrow for sin and a turning away from it. We shall not renounce sin unless we see its sinfulness; … until we turn away from it in heart, there will be no real change in the life. 

     There are many who fail to understand the true nature of repentance. Multitudes sorrow that they have sinned and even make an outward reformation because they fear that their wrongdoing will bring suffering upon themselves. But this is not repentance in the Bible sense. They lament the suffering rather than the sin.

But when the heart yields to the influence of the Spirit of God, the conscience will be quickened, and the sinner will discern something of the depth and sacredness of God's holy law.

The prayer of David after his fall, illustrates the nature of true sorrow for sin. His repentance was sincere and deep as found in Psalm 51:1-14. We can no more repent without the Spirit of Christ to awaken the conscience than we can be pardoned without Christ. Christ is the source of every right impulse. He is the only one that can implant in the heart enmity against sin. Every desire for truth and purity, every conviction of our own sinfulness, is evidence that His Spirit is moving upon our hearts.

If you see your sinfulness, do not wait to make yourself better. There are many who think they are not good enough to come to Christ. Do you expect to become better through your own efforts? There is help for us only in God. We must not wait for stronger persuasions, for better opportunities, or for holier tempers. We can do nothing of ourselves. We must come to Christ just as we are.

Sin, however small it may be esteemed, can be indulged in only at the peril of infinite loss. What we do not overcome, will overcome us and work out our destruction.

Every act of transgression, every neglect or rejection of the grace of Christ, is reacting upon yourself; it is hardening the heart, depraving the will, benumbing the understanding, and it is not only making you less inclined to yield, but less capable of yielding to the tender pleading of God's Holy Spirit. Many are quieting a troubled conscience with the thought that they can change a course of evil when they choose; that they can trifle with the invitations of mercy, and yet be again and again impressed. That is a delusion.

Even one wrong trait of character, one sinful desire, persistently cherished, will eventually neutralize all the power of the gospel. Delay for repentance is oftentimes fatal. The Scriptures say in 2 Corinthians 6:2, "Behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation." And in Hebrews 3:7, 8, "Today if ye will hear His voice, harden not your hearts."

Those to whom He has forgiven most will love Him most, and will stand nearest to His throne to praise Him for His great love and infinite sacrifice. It is when we most fully comprehend the love of God that we best realize the sinfulness of sin. When we see the length of the chain that was let down for us, when we understand something of the infinite sacrifice that Christ has made in our behalf, the heart is melted with tenderness and contrition. It will lead the sinner to the second step on the path to salvation:

2. CONFESSION.

Proverbs 28:13 says, “He that covereth his sins shall not prosper: but whoso confesseth and forsaketh them shall have mercy.” The conditions of obtaining mercy of God are simple and just and reasonable. The Lord does not require us to do some grievous thing in order that we may have the forgiveness of sin. We need not make long and wearisome pilgrimages, or perform painful penances, to commend our souls to the God of heaven or to expiate our transgression; but he that confesses and forsakes his sin shall have mercy. 
     The apostle says in James 5:16, "Confess your faults one to another, and pray one for another, that ye may be healed." Confess your sins to God, who only can forgive them, and your faults to one another. If you have given offense to your friend or neighbor, you are to acknowledge your wrong, and it is his duty freely to forgive you. Then you are to seek the forgiveness of God, because the brother you have wounded is the property of God, and in injuring him you sinned against his Creator and Redeemer. The case is brought before the only true Mediator, our great High Priest, who "was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin," and who is "touched with the feeling of our infirmities," and is able to cleanse from every stain of iniquity. Hebrews 4:15.

The confession that is the outpouring of the inmost soul finds its way to the God of infinite pity. The psalmist says, "The Lord is nigh unto them that are of a broken heart; and saveth such as be of a contrite spirit." Psalm 34:18

Confession will not be acceptable to God without sincere repentance and reformation. There must be decided changes in the life; everything offensive to God must be put away. This will be the result of genuine sorrow for sin.

The humble and broken heart, subdued by genuine repentance, will appreciate something of the love of God and the cost of Calvary; and as a son confesses to a loving father, so will the truly penitent bring all his sins before God. And it is written, "If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness." 1 John 1:9.

Having been drawn by the Holy Spirit to Christ and sensing the need for Christ to be in control of one’s life, leading to 1. Repentance and 2. Confession, the third step is:

3. CONSECRATION.

Jeremiah 29:13, God's promise is, "Ye shall seek Me, and find Me, when ye shall search for Me with all your heart." 

     The whole heart must be yielded to God, or the change can never be wrought in us by which we are to be restored to His likeness. By nature we are alienated from God. The Holy Spirit describes our condition in such words as these: "Dead in trespasses and sins;" Ephesians 2:1; "the whole head is sick, and the whole heart faint;" "no soundness in it." Isaiah 1:5, 6; We are held fast in the snare of Satan, "taken captive by him at his will." 2 Timothy 2:26. God desires to heal us, to set us free. But since this requires an entire transformation, a renewing of our whole nature, we must yield ourselves wholly to Him.  

The warfare against self is the greatest battle that was ever fought. The yielding of self, surrendering all to the will of God, requires a struggle; but the soul must submit to God before it can be renewed in holiness. 
Whatever shall draw away the heart from God must be given up. Materialism is the idol of many. The love of money, the desire for wealth, is the golden chain that binds them to Satan. Reputation and worldly honor are worshiped by another class. The life of selfish ease and freedom from responsibility is the idol of others. But these slavish bands must be broken. We cannot be half the Lord's and half the worlds. We are not God's children unless we are such entirely. 
     There are those who profess to serve God, while they rely upon their own efforts to obey His law, to form a right character, and secure salvation. Their hearts are not moved by any deep sense of the love of Christ, but they seek to perform the duties of the Christian life as that which God requires of them in order to gain heaven. Such religion is worth nothing. When Christ dwells in the heart, the soul will be so filled with His love, with the joy of communion with Him, that it will cleave to Him; and in the contemplation of Him, self will be forgotten. Love to Christ will be the spring of action. Those who feel the constraining love of God, do not ask how little may be given to meet the requirements of God; they do not ask for the lowest standard, but aim at perfect conformity to the will of their Redeemer. With earnest desire they yield all and manifest an interest proportionate to the value of the object which they seek. A profession of Christ without this deep love is mere talk, dry formality, and heavy drudgery. 
But what do we give up, when we give all? A sin-polluted heart, for Jesus to purify, to cleanse by His own blood, and to save by His matchless love. And yet men think it hard to give up all! God does not require us to give up anything that it is for our best interest to retain.

Man is doing the greatest injury and injustice to his own soul when he thinks and acts contrary to the will of God. No real joy can be found in the path forbidden by Him who knows what is best and who plans for the good of His creatures. The path of transgression is the path of misery and destruction.  

The divine requirements call upon us to shun those indulgences that would bring suffering and disappointment, that would close to us the door of happiness and heaven.

Many are inquiring, "How am I to make the surrender of myself to God?" You desire to give yourself to Him, but you are weak in moral power, in slavery to doubt, and controlled by the habits of your life of sin. Your promises and resolutions are like ropes of sand. You cannot control your thoughts, your impulses, or your affections. The knowledge of your broken promises and forfeited pledges weakens your confidence in your own sincerity, and causes you to feel that God cannot accept you; but you need not despair. What you need to understand is the true force of the will. This is the governing power in the nature of man, the power of decision, or of choice. 
Everything depends on the right action of the will. The power of choice God has given to men; it is theirs to exercise. You cannot change your heart, you cannot of yourself give to God its affections; but you can choose to serve Him. You can give Him your will; He will then work in you to will and to do according to His good pleasure. Thus your whole nature will be brought under the control of the Spirit of Christ; your affections will be centered upon Him, your thoughts will be in harmony with Him.

By yielding up your will to Christ, you ally yourself with the power that is above all principalities and powers. You will have strength from above to hold you steadfast, and thus through constant surrender to God you will be enabled to live the new life, even the life of faith.

I close with this from the Spirit of Prophecy “Christ’s Object Lessons” page 311, “When we submit ourselves to Christ, the heart is united with His heart, the will is merged in His will, the mind becomes one with His mind, the thoughts are brought into captivity to Him; we live His life. This is what it means to be clothed with the garment of His righteousness. Then as the Lord looks upon us He sees, not the fig-leaf garment, not the nakedness and deformity of sin, but His own robe of righteousness, which is perfect obedience to the law of Jehovah.”
When this happens then yours will be the statement of David in Psalm 40:8 “I delight to do thy will, O my God: yea, thy law is within my heart.”      On June 27th - “What Must I Do to be Saved? Part 2

Let us pray…
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